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Within the Business or Public Setting

• Never leave your purse or wallet unattended in a shopping cart or 
lying on a counter near checkout.  Always keep it enclosed on your 
person.
• Use credit/debit cards discreetly, being on constant alert to any un-
authorized person attempting to see or otherwise obtain your account 
number.
• Safeguard your car keys at all times. With today’s car key FOBs, a 
thief can obtain your FOB, identify your vehicle in a large, crowded 
parking lot, and help himself.
• Whenever possible, do not walk alone to or from your vehicle across 
a large, dark parking lot.  Use the “buddy system.”  This applies not 
only to customers, but employees and others as well.
• When in a public lot, be aware of your surroundings and trust your 
instincts.  If you feel something is not just right, don’t chance being 
alone in a lot or public area.  Develop an alternate plan.
• If approached or robbed, immediately surrender the item(s). No prop-
erty is worth your life!

Protecting Items in your Vehicle

• Do not keep any valuables in a vehicle parked in any area accessible 
to the public for any amount of time, even a few minutes.  Yes, this 
would include even your home’s driveway.
• If you must temporarily store articles in a vehicle (better to keep 

them with you until your shopping is completed), make sure they are 
concealed - preferably in the trunk of a passenger car.  This presents 
a problem for SUV and truck owners, but blankets or coats strategi-
cally placed over items in the passenger compartment is fairly obvious, 
don’t you think?  
We recommend storing items in trunks of vehicles, or not at all.

Protecting Items in your Home (and ultimately yourself!)

• Placing gifts and packages under Christmas trees displayed in a win-
dow is an open invitation to a potential burglar.  Do not display gifts 
or other valuable items such as computers and large screen televisions 
that are in “plain view” from outside your home.
• If you are to be away from home for some time, make sure your drive 
and walkways are shoveled promptly after snowfalls. At the very least, 
have a neighbor or friend drive in and out of your driveway or walk up 
to the house to make tracks. This suggests that someone is home.
• Remember, the Sylvania Township Police Department provides 
“housecheck” services for all Township residents.  If you leave home 
for a couple days or more, we will check your home at least once a 
day, as well as call you should we detect a problem.
We sincerely hope that these suggestions will help you to have a safe 
and secure holiday season.  If you should experience a problem, or if 
you simply have a question, we are always here to serve you.
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DECEMBER
6 Board of Zoning Appeals – 6:00 p.m.
7 Board of Trustees – 4:00 p.m.
8 Zoning Commission – 6:00 p.m.
21 Trustees – 7:00 p.m.
23-24 Office Closed in Observance of Christmas
30-31 Office Closed in Observance of New Year’s

JANUARY
4 Board of Trustees – 4:00 p.m.
17 Office Closed in Observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
18 Board of Trustees – 7:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY
1  Board of Trustees – 4:00 p.m.
15 Board of Trustees – 7:00 p.m.
21 Office Closed in Observance of Presidents’ Day 

MARCH
1 Board of Trustees – 4:00 p.m.
15 Board of Trustees – 7:00 p.m.

*See website for Zoning Commission & Board of Zoning Appeals 2011 Schedules

Meeting dates and times are subject to change.

4927 Holland-Sylvania Rd.
Sylvania, Ohio 43560
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DEAR SYLVANIA
    TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS,

has been a productive and positive year for Sylvania Township.  Implementation and use 
of innovative technology will bring greater transparency to government while reduc-

ing operating costs. During challenging economic times, we have maintained excellent services to our resi-
dents.  Most importantly, new employees join our talented and experienced staff to help serve you better.  

The Board of Trustees is very pleased to welcome Township Administrator John Zeitler to Sylvania Township.  
With 31 years of service with Lucas County, most recently as County Director of Management and Budget, John 
brings a wealth of financial and managerial skills and background to the position of administrator.  As Township 
Administrator, John will directly supervise all department chairmen, the police and fire chiefs, and will be a vi-
tal link between the trustees and township employees, as well as community groups and other local jurisdictions.  
As we face declining revenues at the local level while maintaining services to our residents, John’s extensive 
knowledge of the government budget process and service delivery will be invaluable.  John and his wife, Kathy, 
have lived in Sylvania for 18 years, and they have 2 children.  John has been active in the Sylvania community 
for many years, and is currently serving on the Olander Park Board.  His familiarity with the Sylvania community 
gives John the ability to “hit the ground running.”    Please join us in welcoming John Zeitler to Sylvania Township.

Sylvania Township has retained the services of Tom Stokes as Construction Manager for fire station #2.  Tom is 
an architect as well as an experienced project manager.  His professional knowledge and supervision of con-
struction in the township will provide greater project accountability. There are also some new faces in the 
fire and police departments.  Since beginning the scheduling of part time personnel earlier this year, we have 
hired 6 new part time firefighters, who have recently completed their certification training and are scheduled 
on shift with our full-time firefighters. Four new full time firefighters and 1 new police officer have also joined 
the township.  Each of our new firefighters is also a paramedic, as is a high percentage of the full-time staff.

On the technology front, Sylvania Township has begun two new enterprises which should make public informa-
tion and documents more easily accessible and the process of government more transparent.  We have begun uti-
lizing a records storage system in which all township documents will be scanned and stored offsite. Not only will 
this provide a safe back up of the public records, but also will provide an efficient way to search electronically and 
retrieve records and data of public interest.   Our most challenging technology project has been the implementa-
tion of “SIRE,” a public meetings and agenda computer program which, via the township website, provides pub-
lic access to all motions, resolutions, documents, and other items connected with a meeting of the board of trust-
ees. Watch for this feature on the township website on January 1, 2011. In addition, we are projecting “live” all 
documents under consideration during our meetings so that the public can read along with the board.  The trust-
ees would like to thank you for your patience during meetings as we learn how to maximize SIRE’s potential.

As we head into our budget analysis for 2011, we are happy to report that we have reduced overtime costs in 2010 while 
maintaining a high level of service to the community.  During this economic recession, local revenue has decreased, but 
the need for police and fire service and infrastructure repair and maintenance continues.  By reducing costs wherever 
possible, we have been able to maintain our level of service to the community.  However, with escalating insurance 
costs and the rising cost of basic materials, we will be continuously monitoring expenses throughout the upcoming year.

We hope you will be able to attend a meeting of the trustees, or will visit us on line.  Our road crews 
will be hard at work throughout the fall and winter to keep our roadways clear.  Please take note of win-
ter driving tips and the leaf pickup schedule in this newsletter, and enjoy a safe and happy holiday season.

Sincerely, the Sylvania Township Board of Trustees, 
Carol Contrada, 
Kevin Haddad, 
John Jennewine

As winter and the holiday season approaches, police departments across the nation see a significant increase in theft-related offenses. These may 
occur within stores and other establishments or in their adjoining parking lots.  Theft may occur to your vehicle, at your home, or even involve you 
directly and personally, placing you in possible danger.  There are a number of steps you can take to reduce your chance of being victimized.  In a 
sense, we want you to “think like a cop” by identifying and eliminating practices that might set you up to become a victim of these types of crimes.

POLICE BEAT by Acting Chief, Robert Boehme
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On October 19, 2010,  exactly one year to the day after the Miller 
family of Sylvania Township escaped their house fire, they were 
presented with the Smoke Detector On Guard (Smoke D.O.G.) 
Award. This annual award recognizes citizens who save their 
lives - and the lives of others, by heeding the warning sounds of 
a smoke detector.  
Early on the morning of October 19, 2009, Keith and Lisa Miller were awakened by their smoke alarm. After seeing and smelling 
smoke, Keith and Lisa immediately went to their daughters’ room. Their daughter, Miranda, 7, crawled on her hands and knees to 
the front door where she escaped unharmed. Gracie, 4, was too frightened by the smoke and noise, and was carried outside by her 
dad. Fortunately, their son Joseph, 14, was not home at the time. The fire, that was determined to be accidental and electrical in na-
ture, had started in his room. Firefighters felt that had Joseph been home that night, he might not have survived; the fire completely 
destroyed their home.   
Acting Fire Chief, Jeff Kowalski would like to encourage all residents of the Sylvania community to check their smoke detectors 
regularly and to change the batteries when they change their clocks in the spring and fall. “If someone needs a smoke detector, or 
even a battery, we’ll give it to them,” the chief said. “It’s that important to us that everybody has a working smoke detector.”
The Miller family was presented the Smoke D.O.G. Award by representatives from the Division of the State Fire Marshal, Sylvania 
Township Acting Fire Chief, Jeff Kowalski, and the Sylvania Township Trustees.
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Happy Holidays 
from 

Sylvania Township
**Please visit www.sylvaniatownship.com for updates on coming events

ROAD report
PERSONNEL profile Fire Station #2, located at McCord and Central, is  

currently under construction. One of the aims of the 
Board of Trustees is to ensure that taxpayer’s monies 
are being spent wisely. In that endeavor, the Board has 
been “hands on”. We personally reviewed all of the bids 
to achieve the best price and quality for your tax dollars.  
We have revised the original plans in order to adopt  
newer and more efficient designs, and to ensure the  
longevity of the new structure. The decision was made 
to replace the traditional, deep-well system containing  
plastic piping and antifreeze - to a modern DX  

Geothermal System. This system uses copper piping in loops, as well as an enclosed oil system. In addition, it has a lifetime  
warranty. The DX Geothermal System has less moving parts and is less invasive in the ground. Expected cost savings are 30-60% over 
conventional systems and an average 30-40% cost savings over the standard geothermal unit.

The Board of Trustees will continue its pursuit to save your tax dollars and to keep the township solvent in the future. 

Paul Elvey
Sylvania Township Road Department would like to 
welcome their newest mechanic, Paul Elvey. Paul 
grew up on the east side of Toledo and attended 
Owens Community College after graduating from 
Waite High School. He moved to Sylvania Town-
ship in 1997. Paul and his wife, Cathleen have five 
daughters; Krista (22), Samantha (17), Emily (15), 
Lauren (11), and Molly (18 months). 
 
Paul has received numerous certifications through the National Institute for Automotive 
Service Excellence. Included in these certifications are; Medium and Heavy Truck Tech-
nician, Automotive Technician, Transmissions, Mobile Air Conditioning, and Refrigera-
tion Recovery and Recycling. 

Paul states, “I have always loved this area, and the school systems have been excellent 
for my children. I  am happy to have this opportunity to work for the Township and I will 
serve this community to the best of my ability.”

Sylvania Township Road 
Department Implements 
Salt Brine for Snow & 
Ice Control
Two years of experimentation proved to our 
Township Public Works Department staff that 
we were definitely on track towards making 
enormous strides in the improvement of our 
snow and ice control.   Last winter we imple-
mented a second salt brine distributor within our 
fleet and recognized the necessity to upgrade 
the brine-making system to keep up with the 
demand.  Previously, the trucks traveled to the 
Lucas County Maintenance facility in Maumee, 
Ohio, to load up. Each round trip took one hour.  

Residential roads are maintained by the Township; 
the County maintains all main-arterial roads. Lu-
cas County Engineer, Mr. Keith Early P.E., P.S., 
initiated discussions to join forces and purchase 
a Salt Brine System for all of the roads within 
the Township. The Township Board of Trustees 
unanimously approved the purchase agreeing that 
it would be beneficial for all township residents, 
residential neighborhoods, and main arterial areas.

The salt brine system was purchased through the 
State of Ohio Cooperative Purchasing Program. 
It is capable of producing 3600 gallons per hour. 
The system includes two storage tanks - one for 
the salt brine and the other for the salt additive.

The Township plans to mix a salt additive, known 
in the industry known as “beet juice,” with the 
salt brine. The beet is a wonder root derived 
from sugar beets and a popular agricultural 
crop used for sweetener. When the beet juice is 
combined with rock salt brine, it keeps ice and 
snow pack from forming on the streets - even 
at extremely low temperatures.  The mixture 
sticks to the road better than traditional treat-
ments and lessens salt’s corrosive effect on cars.  
Implementing the salt brine and beet juice mix-
ture will produce an environmentally respon-
sible and effective snow & ice control program.   

The Township and the County Engineer’s Of-
fice plan to have the new brine equipment in-
stalled and ready for the upcoming winter season.

Fire Station #2 by Kevin Haddad, Trustee

It’s holiday time – and that means lots of cooking, lots of entertain-
ing, and unfortunately, lots of opportunities for house fires to oc-
cur. The Sylvania Township Fire Department urges Sylvania area 
families to pay particular attention to fire safety during the holiday 
season. During the 2008–2009 holiday season in Ohio, 18 people 
died in 2,003 residential fires. These same fires also produced 
$24.3 million in losses. Follow these fire prevention tips to help 
keep your family safer during the winter months.

Use only noncombustible or flame-resistant materials  • 
when decorating. 
Never use lighted candles on or near a tree, plants, or  • 
combustible materials. Extinguish candles before leaving the 
house or going to bed. 
Keep small children and pets in mind when placing  • 
decorations on a tree. 
When purchasing a live tree, check for freshness. Make sure • 
the needles are soft and don’t fall off. Live trees need water, 
and lots of it. Cut 1-2 inches off the bottom of the trunk 
before putting the tree in the stand. Add water and check the 
tree daily. Dry trees can burn in seconds. 
Make sure the tree is at least three feet away from any  • 
heat source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents  
or lights.
Before starting a fire in the fireplace, remove all  • 
decorations (including stockings hung by the chimney  
with care) and be sure the flue is open. 
Do not burn wrapping papers in the fireplace.  • 
They can burn extremely fast, throwing off sparks and can  
 

ignite creosote that has previously accumulated in  
the chimney.
Do not block your exit door with your tree. • 
Remove live trees from your home as soon as  • 
possible. Most Christmas tree fires occur on or after  
New Year’s Day. 
Check each light set for damaged sockets or wires. Discard • 
light sets and extension cords that are worn or cracked 
Use UL approved light sets. Follow the manufacturer  • 
recommendations concerning the maximum number of light 
sets that can be connected together. 
Replace burnt out bulbs with bulbs of the same wattage as • 
indicated on the tag attached to the light set. 
Turn off all lights when you go to bed or leave the house. • 
Never use electric lights on a metallic tree. You could be • 
electrocuted. 
Use only light sets and extension cords marked  • 
“for outdoor use” outside your home. 
Fasten outdoor lights securely with insulated clips or hooks. • 
Use circuits protected by ground fault circuit  
interrupters (GFCI).

The Sylvania Township Fire Department is your “one-stop” for 
information and assistance regarding fire safety within the Town-
ship and City of Sylvania. Please contact us by calling the Admin-
istrative Office at Fire Station #4, (419) 882-7676 during normal 
business hours. Fire Station #4 is located at 8210 Sylvania Ave. 
in Sylvania Township. Residents and business operators are also 
encouraged to stop by any Sylvania Township Fire Station and ask 
for assistance.

HOLIDAY FIRE safety tips

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
welcomes 
New Firefighter/Paramedics
The Fire Department welcomed their newest firefighter/paramed-
ics, Ryan Sedlock and Jasin Hosler, on August 27, 2010. Ryan 
grew up in Toledo. He attended Whitmer High School, the Uni-
versity of Toledo, and received his paramedic certificate from 
Owens Community College in partnership with the University of 
Toledo Medical College. Prior to his employment with the Town-
ship, Ryan worked for 7 years as a medic. His hobbies include 
golf, hunting, and fishing. 

Jasin grew up in Point Place. He attended St. Francis de Sales 
High School and Lourdes College before receiving his paramedic 
certificate from the University of Toledo. Previously, he worked 
for The Red Cross and Promedica. Jasin and his wife, Gina, have 
3 children, Griffin, Ava, and Mia. Jasin enjoys fishing and watch-
ing his children participate in sports. 

The Township recently presented certificates to Ryan Sedlock  
and Jasin Hosler after successfully completing firefighting 
training at the Ohio Fire Academy in Reynoldsburg, Ohio.

SALUTE TO service
Lieutenant Fred Czaja began his career with the Sylvania Township Fire Department as a 
volunteer firefighter in 1968. Fred was one of ten original firefighters hired in 1973 when 
the Township started a full-time fire department. He has proudly held the position of lieu-
tenant for over 33 years. 

Fred is a lifelong resident of Sylvania. He and his wife, Tedi, have been married for 35 
years.  They have three adult children and one grandson.  Fred is an aircraft pilot as well 
as an NCAA soccer referee.

Fred will be retiring in January after more than 42 years of service to the Sylvania Com-
munity and its residents. In February, Fred will celebrate his retirement with his entire 
family in the Florida Keys. We wish him the best of luck.

Fred Czaja 

by Dean E. Boyers, Firefighter/Paramedic

The Fiscal Department continues to make improvements to help clarify the Township re-
porting system.  This is the first year for the new chart of accounts for the entire account-
ing system. The new chart of accounts will give the accounting system some consistency 
with various accounts. As an example, in the old system - office supplies had several dif-
ferent account numbers; those numbers were determined by the fund in which they were 
located. We have added a Capital Assets module and a GASB 34 module.  The Capital 
Assets module will give us the ability to record and keep track of all assets of the Town-
ship.  This particular module will allow us to depreciate assets so we can better deter-
mine when certain assets will need to be replaced. Looking at an asset and its deprecia-
tion will allow us to develop a better replacement schedule and costs associated with the 
replacement.  The GASB 34 module will allow the Township to start developing a CAFR 
(Comprehensive Annual Financial Report) which will be more informative to the reader. 
This CAFR will include Balance Sheets which will show Assets, Liabilities, and Equity. 
These entries were not previously required because the Township operates on a cash basis.  
Recently, the Township implemented a document imaging process for all paper docu-
ments.  Once the item has been scanned, it is uploaded to a system which allows view-
ing via the internet. The Fiscal Department is responsible for administering this 
project.  To date, we have scanned all Trustee Meeting Minutes, Motions, and Res-
olutions that had been stored on paper in the Township. We are in the process of scan-
ning all Zoning documents and payroll records.  The Police and Fire Departments have 
just begun the process. It is our aim to complete all of the projects by next years’ end. 

THE fiscal DEPARTMENT
by David Simko, Fiscal Officer

by Dean E. Boyers, Firefighter/Paramedic


